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who said anything about a boy's intellectual
interests, there were ten whose preoccupation
in the boy's athletics was deep and vital.
It is no wonder that, with all this parental
earnestness, boys tended to consider success in
games the one paramount object of their lives ; it
was all knit up with social ambitions, and it was
viewed, I do not hesitate to say, as of infinitely
more importance than anything else. I do not
mean to say that many of the boys did not con-
sider it important to be good, and did not desire
to be conscientious about their work. But as a
practical matter games were what they thought
about and talked about, and what aroused genuine
enthusiasm. They were disposed to despise boys
who could not play games, however virtuous,
kindly, and sensible they might be ; an entire
lack of conscientiousness, and even grave moral
obliquity, were apt to be condoned in the case of
a successful athlete. We masters, I must frankly
confess, did not make any serious attempt to fight
the tendency. We spent our spare time in walk-
ing about the cricket and football fields, in looking
on, in discussing the fine nuances in the style of
individual players. It was very natural to take an
interest in the thing which was to the boys a